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DID YOU KNOW YOU CAN LIST UP
TO TEN COLLEGES TO RECEIVE THE
RESULTS OF YOUR FAFSA? 
In most cases, aid from the FAFSA goes on
top of merit-based scholarships that you
may have already received. The FAFSA
assesses and establishes eligibility for all
forms of need-based financial aid, including
grants (gift-assistance that is not repaid),
student loans (repaid by the student after
college), and federal work-study
(employment on campus). In addition to
federal aid, the FAFSA is also the vehicle to
apply for aid from the state of Indiana, if you
complete the FAFSA by April 15.

When completing the FAFSA, be sure to
select the 2021-2022 FAFSA year, which
represents the upcoming academic year
when you will be a first-year college student.
The student and one parent must create FSA
IDs, which serve as electronic signatures.

Check with all of the colleges to which you
plan to apply to determine if an additional
need-based financial aid application is
required, such as the CSS Profile.

 
ACCEPTANCE LETTERS

 

Congratulations, seniors! Your hard
work at Signature has paid off! College

acceptance letters are starting to roll
in. Please give us a copy of each

acceptance letter that you receive. If
you aren’t able to make a copy, please

let us know and we will make a copy
for you. With your permission, we will

proudly display the letters on the
second floor. Please give your letters

to Mrs. Cirino in Academic Services as
they come in. 

Seniors, when you make your final college decision, you will need to
indicate through My AP the college that you would like to receive your
free score report. Students indicate this information only through My AP.
The deadline to indicate or change your free score
report recipient through My AP is June 20.

THE FREE APPLICATION 
FOR FEDERAL STUDENT AID

COLLEGE

FREE AP SCORE REPORTS
SENT TO COLLEGES 

https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
https://cssprofile.collegeboard.org/
https://myap.collegeboard.org/login?SFMC_cid=EM443721-&rid=47094411
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa


WHEN WILL I LEARN MY TOTAL FINANCIAL AID FROM EACH COLLEGE? 
Some colleges have already created financial aid “packages” for admitted students. Others will not communicate admission
decisions or financial aid packages until April. It is important to make sure that each college has everything they need from
you to create your financial aid package and that they are not waiting on anything from you. Make sure you have filed not
only the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA), but also any supplemental financial aid application required by the
college (such as the CSS Profile). 

THE COLLEGE IS ASKING FOR INFORMATION TO “VERIFY” THE FINANCIAL AND HOUSEHOLD INFORMATION WE
LISTED ON THE FAFSA. WHY? 
Approximately 30% of all FAFSAs are selected by the federal processor for a review called “verification.” If your FAFSA has
been selected for verification, the college is required to collect additional information to confirm that your FAFSA was filled
out correctly. Sometimes, however, a college chooses to flag your FAFSA for “verification.” Whether the federal processor or
a college selected your FAFSA for this review, it is important to comply immediately by providing the required information so
that your financial aid package is not delayed. 

WHEN IS THE DEADLINE TO FILE MY FAFSA? 
Colleges may publicize a priority FAFSA deadline. Those who meet the deadline may receive more generous aid packages, as
funds from certain programs may be limited. For Indiana residents, the FAFSA must be submitted no later than April 15, 2021
for the student to be considered for grants from the state of Indiana, such as the Twenty-first Century Scholarship or awards
from the Frank O’Bannon programs. 

COLLEGES ARE OFFERING ME THE FEDERAL DIRECT LOAN. WHAT IS THAT? 
All students who file the FAFSA are eligible to borrow up to $5,500 for the freshman year from the Federal Direct Loan
program. Students may accept all or part of the loan offered. Likewise, the student may decline the loan if not needed. Up to
$3,500 of the $5,500 may be labeled as “Subsidized.” This means that the student is not responsible for interest on the loan
during college. On the other hand, students are responsible for the interest that accrues on Unsubsidized portions of the loan
during college. Your eligibility for the Subsidized vs. Unsubsidized Loan may vary by college. The calculation is different for
each college and includes their cost of attendance, your EFC from the FAFSA, and other aid that you have been awarded.

OUR FAMILY INCOME AND/OR CIRCUMSTANCES ARE DIFFERENT THAN THEY WERE IN 2019. WHAT SHOULD WE DO
TO LET COLLEGES KNOW THIS? 
The FAFSA will ask for income information from the 2019 tax year. If you feel that your circumstances have changed
substantially from 2019, you will need to contact each college on your list to ask about their policy for addressing such
issues. Some colleges use a process called “professional judgement” or “special circumstances” to review the aid eligibility
considering more current information. 

FINANCIAL AID &
SCHOLARSHIP FAQS 
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SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
 

You can find information about scholarships in our College
Resources section in the Students area of the Signature
website. We have recently added many NEW listings to

this page! Most of the scholarships listed here will be from
outside organizations, foundations, and civic groups.
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GRANTS AND
SCHOLARSHIPS 
Check out these tips
from the College Board
to help you search for
grants and scholarships

https://signature.edu/content/scholarship-opportunities
https://signature.edu/content/scholarship-opportunities
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/pay-for-college/grants-scholarships


• Did you know that washing solvents and dyes out of fabrics cause
one-fifth of industrial water pollution? 
• Did you know that about 70 million barrels of oil are used each year to
make polyester fibers, which takes more than 200 years to decompose?
 
To stop contributing to fast fashion, think twice before buying a new garment
and avoid purchasing from fast fashion retailers like H&M or Forever 21. 

• Did you know the U.S. is the #1 trash-producing country in the world at
1,600 pounds per person per year? This means that 5% of the world's
people generate 40% of the world's waste.
• Did you know humans now buy a million plastic bottles a minute, where
most end up in the ocean? By 2050, the ocean will contain more plastic
by weight than fish.
 
You can reduce your waste by not buying or using single use products.

• Did you know that 260 million acres of U.S. forest have been
cleared to create cropland to produce feed for animals?
• Did you also know that the meat industry is directly responsible
for 85% of all soil erosion in the U.S.?
 
Today, try to avoid eating red meat and eat other meat/ protein
alternatives such as beans or nuts. 

• Did you know that roughly one third of the food produced for human
consumption gets tossed?
• Did you know in the US alone, the production of lost or wasted food generates
the equivalent of 37 million cars’ worth of greenhouse gas emissions?
 
Today, try planning your meals precisely and composting foods you don't eat.

Signature School Conservation Club wants all Signature
students to participate next week in Green Week.
Each day of the week will be dedicated to a specific
environmental concern and ways that you can help!  

NO FAST FASHION MONDAY

NO WASTE TUESDAY

NO RED MEAT WEDNESDAY

NO FOOD WASTE THURSDAY


