English 9H                                                                                                                 2008-2009

Mrs. Atkinson                                                                                 erin.atkinson@signature.edu


Welcome to English 9H. We study American and world literature selections, grammar, and writing. As the teacher, I will do my best to create a safe classroom environment with worthwhile, appealing lessons for my students. I cannot do this alone: students have a critical role in this process, too. This handout outlines what I expect from my students in order to have a successful classroom.

Expectations

Show Respect: Respect is an essential aspect of a safe, engaging classroom. For that reason, do not talk when others are talking. Be kind to the classmates and the teacher. Students should use language appropriate for the classroom and keep their hands to themselves. Failure to show respect to other students, the teacher, or the classroom will result in a meeting with the teacher on the first offense. On the second offense I will call your parents. On the third offense you will go to the principal’s office.

Show Maturity: Consider this class a job – students are expected to behave as young adults, arrive on time, complete assignments in a timely fashion, and work with a positive attitude (no whining). Mature students also address concerns with the teacher, especially if they involve problems with other students, confusion with assignments, or if you are not meeting your academic goals. Failure to show maturity will result with a meeting with the teacher on the first offense. On the second offense I will call your parents. On the third offense you will go to the principal’s office.

Be Truthful: Ethical students are honest about their missing work and do their own assignments without cheating or taking shortcuts. They do not make excuses about their failures. Plagiarism in any form will result in an F for the assignment. If you get caught cheating, you will write a letter to your parents explaining the situation and why it happened. This rule violation may also include contact with the counselor or principal.

Classroom Procedures

1. Students should sharpen pencils before class starts. They should be in their seats when class begins. Failure to be in the assigned seat results in a ‘tardy.’ 

2. Turn in assignments in their proper location before class begins. There is a designated drop off site in the room.

3. Once students are in their seats, they should complete a vocabulary exercise in the workbook. There will be a new one each day. In your agenda books, write down the assignments for the next day. These are clearly posted in the room and they are online.

4. You may have a beverage in this classroom as long as it has a lid. If you have a snack and want to eat it, ask the teacher first. Food is a privilege.

5. If students need to use the restroom, go before class, or wait for a break. This school is on a block schedule and classes are 100 minutes long. Knowing this, students will have a short break during the period. 

6. Students are expected to participate in class and in group work. Do the reading. Get involved in discussions. Ask questions and contribute. Do not spend class tinkering with a cell phone or iPod. Stay awake and focused on class. Do not write notes to students or work on other assignments while in this class. Show respect to fellow students and the class as a whole – stay focused on the course while in the classroom.

7. Remember that the teacher dismisses students, not the clock. Remain seated until dismissal.

8. This class will have quite a bit of discussions about literature and writing. Raise your hand to share a comment, and do not interrupt other students while they are talking. I truly want to hear everyone’s opinion, and we all will benefit from listening to one another.

Absences

If students have an excused absence, they can pick up missing assignments at the designated location. If the class took notes, be sure to get them from another student. Some students find it helpful to e-mail me while they are absent to get the assignments. Please do so! If the class takes a test on the day of an absence, students have the number of days they were absent to make up the test. For example, if a student is sick for three days, he or she has a three-day window after returning to complete any makeup work, including tests. YOU are responsible for your makeup work. I will not track you down to get you to complete it. 

Assignments

Meeting deadlines is a skill that will ensure success. For that reason, NO LATE WORK IS ACCEPTED. If you do not turn in an assignment when it is due, you get a ZERO. However, if you are having a crisis and want to do the work but find yourself unable to complete it on time, you may ask for an extension. You must ask for an extension BEFORE the day an assignment is due. Do not come to me and ask for an extension on the day work is due. The answer will be no. 

Assignments are clearly posted in the classroom and they are online through Signature’s home page at http://www.signature.edu/faculty_staff.html  – you have to click on the links by my name. You have no reason to say you did not know an assignment was due.

A note on technology and Mrs. Atkinson’s e-mail habits

1. If you have Office 2007 at home, be aware that most computers at Sig DO NOT have it. Save your files accordingly and be prepared for all circumstances.

2. Do not come to class with an essay on a flash drive and ask to print it on the teacher’s computer. All printing must be finished before class.

3. If students want to print a file in the school’s computer lab, DO NOT save it on a floppy disk. Get a flash drive. The computers do not have disk drives.

4. If the computer will not print and no flash drive is available, e-mail the teacher the assignment. Copy the essay in the e-mail AND send it as an attachment. Put your NAME on the paper and in the e-mail.

5. If the computer will not print and the Internet is not working, write the essay by hand (neatly).

6. If the computer is not reliable – it crashes, freezes, or otherwise misbehaves – do not use it. Write the essay by hand (neatly).

7. Do not trust technology. Always make a backup copy of course work.

8. I check my e-mail frequently and will answer student questions promptly. If you have a question about an assignment, a request for an extension, or you want me to look over an essay the day before it is due, you must e-mail me by 7 p.m. on weeknights and by 5 p.m. on Sundays. Please send me e-mail using complete sentences and proper English. BE SURE TO IDENTIFY YOURSELF!
Emergency Procedures

1. When the school has fire drills, leave personal belongings in the classroom and head outside, using the stairs. Students should line up with their current class on the grass along Martin Luther King Boulevard. 
2. During tornado drills, leave personal belongings in the classroom and proceed down the stairs to the basement. Students line up along the walls. 

3. In the event of a lockdown drill, students will move away from the windows and the door and stay quiet. No one will leave the room until the principal or other administrator gives permission to do so. 

4. If a student or the teacher suddenly becomes ill, injures himself or herself, has an allergic reaction or some other medical incident, a designated student (the operator) will call the office using the phone in the room. Another assigned student (the runner) will inform another teacher of the situation. If students have any medical conditions that could become an issue in class – for instance, if a student is diabetic and has to monitor his or her blood sugar and may need to eat in class – please inform the teacher.

The Class

Now that you know what I expect from you as a Signature student, here’s a look at what this class will cover during the year.

Grammar: A cornerstone of this class is grammar. You will take notes over grammar instruction and over literature. SAVE ALL YOUR WORK. Grammar instruction will include essay revisions, sentence diagrams, homework, projects, tests, and quizzes.

Writing: You will outline, write, revise, and revise again. The class will discuss and analyze your writing and the writing of your classmates – and we will be constructive in the process. You will edit each other’s work. One of my primary goals in this course is to help you write solid, well-organized academic essays that are grammatically sound and concise, and the best way to learn to write is to practice! The majority of your writing assignments will be formal essays, but you will have other assignments as well. Some of them will be more casual, others may be creative. I will give you a selection of essay questions, but I am willing to take suggestions from students if you would like to explore a different topic. You also will write a 1,500-word scholarly research essay in the third quarter. We will follow MLA formatting for essays and outlines. We will discuss the format in class but there are templates on my web site. You can download them to your own computer or print them. 

Literature: The course covers American and world literature selections. EXPECT READING QUIZES. Some of the selections we read will challenge you. Some of them will be hard to understand. You will struggle, but you will learn. Internet reading guides are NOT acceptable substitutes for the text. 

Vocabulary: Students will learn Greek and Latin base words, prefixes, and suffixes over the course of the year. You will have regular homework assignments in the workbook and quizzes over the base words, prefixes, and suffixes.

Grading: Remember that I do not accept late work. You will get a zero for the work you do not turn in (it is marked as NTI in PowerSchool).

1. Homework assignments (including vocabulary workbook) are 5 to 10 points each.

2. Reading quizzes are 10 to 15 points each.

3. Tests/quizzes are 40 to 60 points each, depending on the content.

4. Essays are 100 points. Revisions will be required, but you may complete additional revisions until you get the grade you desire. Revisions MUST be substantial and do more than just correct the mistakes I find.

5. Other writing assignments are worth 50 to 75 points.

Bonus Points: If you find published material that contains incorrect grammar, misspellings, factual errors, or improper punctuation, show it to me and you will receive one bonus point, provided that you can tell me how to correct it. For mistakes in textbooks, I will only award points to the first three people who show them to me. This is your ONLY opportunity for extra credit in this class. Published material includes, but is not limited to, newspapers, magazines, advertisements, instruction manuals, fliers, restaurant menus, entertainment programs, and books. Web site errors count at my discretion. It cannot be a Signature School publication.
Supplies required

You will need the following items:


Binder or appropriate folder for notes and handouts

Highlighters


Library card for Evansville-Vanderburgh Public Library


Note Cards 

Required Texts (from Signature’s bookstore): 

1. Everyday Words from Classic Origins (workbook) ISBN 0-7891-5684-9; Perfection Learning Corporation 

2. A Pocket Style Manual by Diana Hacker (fifth edition) ISBN: 0-312-45275-6; Published by Bedford St. Martins

Required Novels (purchase these on your own):

1. Mythology by Edith Hamilton

2. The Odyssey translated by by Robert Fagles

3. Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare (Folger Shakespeare Library)
4. To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee

5. The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald

6. Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck 

7. Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury

Final Exams: You will have a final exam in this class that is worth 20 percent of your semester grade. The exam will be discussed later, but it can make a significant difference in your semester grade (the only grade colleges see). Here are examples of the changes:

Q1 = 90 (A-)
(90 x 0.4)  36


Q1 = 70  (C-)
(70 x 0.4)  28

Q2 = 88 (B+)
(88 x 0.4)  35.2


Q2 = 65  (D)
(65 x 0.4)  26

E1 = 70
 (C-)
(95 x 0.2)  14


E1 = 85  (B)
(85 x 0.2)  17

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Semester 1 =  

   85.2 (B)

Semester 2 = 

71 (C-)

Classroom Expectation Agreement

I, 




, have read the guidelines for classroom expectations and promise to adhere to the rules and procedures set forth by Mrs. Atkinson. I understand that a safe classroom environment is critical for learning, and I will do my part to create that.

We, 




, the parents/guardians of 



, have read the guidelines for classroom expectations and promise to hold our son or daughter accountable for his or her actions in class. We understand that a safe classroom environment is critical for learning.

Student signature

Parent/guardian signature

Teacher’s signature

student’s name





student’s name








